
Comprehensive Sign Program (CSP) 

FAQs and Design Criteria 

What is a Comprehensive Sign Program? A CSP is an alternative to minimum standards (sign 

permitting) standards where creative and innovative signs are desired. Signs in a CSP must: 

 Be part of an architectural theme and be integrated into site or building design,  

 Be demonstrably more attractive than signs otherwise permitted,  

 Not have an adverse impact on community character, and 

 Eliminate unattractive and non-conforming signage.  

Frequently Asked Questions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comprehensive Sign Program – Exampls of Design Criteria: 

How do I submit a CSP? The application for a CSP is online. The application must be filled in and submitted to the Planning and 

Development Department with all required supporting material (sign drawings, elevations, survey) and the $400 application fee. 

Please contact staff with any questions.  Our goal is to help you get a great sign approved. 

How big of a sign can I get through CSP?  There are still absolute maximums for how large a sign may be.  For attached signs a 

range of one percent (1%) to six percent (6%) of the building façade area to which the sign is to be attached up to 200 square 

feet per sign (300 for regional malls) may be approved based on criteria. Typically around three to four percent (3-4%) is 

approved. For a freestanding or monument sign the maximum is one square foot of sign area per two linear feet for the single 

longest linear frontage. Keep in mind freestanding sign areas and heights must be consistent with previously approved signs in 

the vicinity of the subject property. Typically the largest and tallest signs are approved on the largest roads such as US Highway 

19 and Gulf to Bay and smaller signs are appropriate on smaller roads.  

Can I have changeable copy?  Manual changeable copy (zip track) may be approved if the copy is no more than 25% of the area 

of the sign and is incorporated into the sign and the colors. For example, if the sign is primarily blue and white then the 

changeable copy should be blue and white and not black. 

What types of signs are prohibited? Electronic Message Centers (EMCs) are not permitted in the City of Clearwater, even 

through a CSP. Back-lit awnings, cabinet style, pole signs, roof signs, and signs on a raceway are not approved through a CSP.  

Do I need a CSP?  A CSP is required for signs that are larger than the minimum standards. Be aware that new shopping centers, 

including out parcels, must have a comprehensive sign program governing all signage on site. If a site currently has CSP approval 

then any and all sign changes must be reviewed through a CSP amendment. Through a CSP all signs on a site are reviewed. This 

includes attached, freestanding, directional, window, menu boards, etc. 

How long does a CSP take? As there is no set schedule, you can submit a CSP at any time. If the application is complete and the 

proposed sign(s) meet(s) the criteria and is (are) approvable the CSP process may be very quick. You can make your CSP go more 

smoothly and quickly by contacting staff to discuss sign ideas before submitting and by familiarizing yourself with the sign code. 

Planning and Development can be reached at727-562-4567. There are specific time frames for the CSP process such as the 

application must be reviewed within 10 working days and the application must respond to comments within 10 working days.  

How do I amend a previously approved CSP? Through a Comprehensive Sign Program amendment you can revise what was 

previously approved. The CSP amendment process uses the exact same application as a CSP and is reviewed by the same 

criteria. The fee for a CSP amendment is $150 where a new CSP fee is $400.  

 

 

http://www.myclearwater.com/gov/depts/planning_dev/applications/index.asp?formtype=dev_review


Monument and freestanding signs:       Attached signs: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Include materials that are on the building:  

The sign incorporates the 

roof tiles of the building. 

Must include architectural elements from the primary 

building such as a cornice:  

The monument sign mimics the shape of the building 

façade and includes a cornice on the top of the sign.  

Freestanding signs must have a pole covering:  

These signs have two 

pole supports with 

coverings which 

make the supports 

and sign look like one 

cohesive entity.   

Fit proportionally on the building façade to which 

they are attached:  

 

Must be flush mounted, on contour backers, or 

designed and integrated backers. They may not 

be on a raceway nor be a cabinet style sign: 

 

The sign fits in 

the facade 

area without 

crowding the 

roof details.   

This sign is on a 

contour backer 

(cloud) which 

outlines the shape 

of the letters.  

Attached sign size must take into account the 

distance between the building and the right-of- 

way.                                          way.                                                                                         

way.   

Backside willy 

Buildings closer to 

the road have 

smaller signs  

All signs in a shopping center must have a consistent theme and design:   
All freestanding signs include design 

elements of the building and attached 

signs are similar flush mounted 

channel letters.  

All signs in the Downtown Zoning District or 

Tourist District on Clearwater Beach may be 

subject to additional design criteria.   

 


