
PARKS, OPEN SPACE AND RECREATIONAL AMENITIES 
 
The Downtown park system and location of the Downtown core overlooking Clearwater 
Harbor are major assets to Downtown Clearwater.  Existing improvements provide 
adequate recreational opportunities, however, enhancements to the park system could 
elevate the quality of these facilities and contribute to making Downtown a destination 
attracting both residents and visitors.  To achieve this goal, major improvements are 
planned for several Downtown recreational facilities.  These improvements are described 
below and located on Map 10, page 131.   
 
Coachman Park  
The Downtown Plan supports the renovation and expansion of Coachman Park, the 
City’s premier waterfront park.  The Coachman Park Master Plan, prepared by Bellomo-
Herbert, makes significant improvements to this park and better utilizes its waterfront 
location.  The park is currently 6.3 acres in area.  Several existing rights-of-way will be 
incorporated into the park including Cleveland Street west of Osceola Avenue and 
portions of Drew Street and Pierce Boulevard.  The expansion will also eliminate 
expansive intrusions of asphalt by incorporating parking located south of the existing 
park for park uses.   The design also integrates the Bayfront Park and City-owned land 
located south of the existing park and west of Calvary Baptist Church and City Hall into 
the site.  This expansion will result in a 17.8-acre urban waterfront park that will be a 
Downtown destination and a catalyst for Downtown redevelopment.   
 
Since much of the park’s redevelopment hinges on the removal and relocation of existing 
parking, a key component of this design is the ability to phase improvements so that as 
alternative parking is constructed, more park improvements can be made.   Parking can 
be accomplished either through the construction of a garage south of the park, in residual 
land rendered unusable by the new Memorial Causeway Bridge or in a garage 
constructed on the east side of Osceola Avenue.   
 
The Coachman Park Master Plan includes the following improvements and is illustrated 
on page 133: 
 

• New amphitheater in a new location at north end of park; 
• Great lawn that encompasses significant area for events and as passive recreation 

space; 
• Interactive play fountain; 
• Children’s play area; 
• Water feature; 
• Restrooms; and  
• Marina 

 
The addition of land and active areas, as well as the removal of asphalt will create an 
urban waterfront park that is unprecedented within Pinellas County and the State of 
Florida.   
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Station Square Park 
Station Square Park, located on the north side of Cleveland Street between Garden and 
Myrtle Avenues, is an integral park to the historic Downtown core.  Office workers, 
Downtown events sponsored by Main Street, as well as City-wide events and the 
Farmer’s Market use this park. The Downtown Plan advocates improvements that will 
enhance the park’s appearance and versatility making it a more desirable place for casual 
and programmed gatherings.  The Station Square Concept Design, prepared by Bellomo-
Herbert, implements these goals by incorporating the following improvements: 
 

• Elimination of existing water feature;    
• Construction of elevated stage for entertainment and special events; 
• Creation of a plaza, 
• Terrace seating; 
• New pavers; 
• Removable chairs;  
• New stand-alone and built-in benches; and  
• Significant plantings    

 
Trails 
The Fred E. Marquis Pinellas Trail traverses Downtown primarily located along the East 
Avenue right-of-way in the core and in a dedicated greenway north of Drew Street.  In 
order to make this facility more pedestrian/bicycle friendly and safe, the Downtown Plan 
supports the enhancement of this facility.  Creating a dedicated bike lane within the core 
area will increase safety, as well as appearance.  The only way to accomplish this is to 
reconfigure the East Avenue right-of-way from a two-way, two-lane roadway to a one-
way, one-lane roadway with a landscaped, dedicated trail separated from vehicular 
traffic.      
 
In recognizing the importance of providing alternative transportation and recreation 
opportunities from the mainland to Clearwater Beach, the Downtown Plan also supports 
the creation of the Clearwater Beach Connector Spur.  The preferred route would travel 
from the existing Pinellas Trail west along Turner Street, north on Oak Street to connect 
with the new Memorial Causeway Bridge, which has a dedicated pedestrian/bike lane.    
Final determination of the route and its design will be made during the design process 
which include a public education and involvement component. 
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TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS 
 
As outlined in Chapter 2, numerous transportation improvements are currently under 
construction or have been approved.  Others will result from other Downtown projects.  
They are illustrated on Map 11, page 137, and are listed below:   
 

• New Memorial Causeway Bridge; 
 
• Redesignation of Alternate U.S. Highway 19 from Fort Harrison Avenue to 

Missouri Avenue and to Myrtle Avenue; and  
 

• Redesignation of SR 60 from Cleveland Street to the Court/Chestnut Streets 
Corridor. 

 
After the new Memorial Causeway Bridge opens the City will conduct a traffic analysis 
of the Downtown area to fully evaluate the effect the new bridge alignment has on 
Downtown.  This analysis will include an evaluation of the intersections and roadway 
segments within the Downtown area to determine the need for transportation 
enhancements due to an increased capacity.  If it is concluded that improvements are 
needed, the City will determine how to best alleviate any identified impacts on the road 
network.      
 
It should be noted that the traffic analysis prepared in anticipation of the new Memorial 
Causeway Bridge construction indicated that the Court Street segments between 
Highland Avenue and Martin Luther King, Jr. would be degraded from a level of service 
(LOS) of E to F when the new bridge opens.  Due to the urban nature of Downtown and 
the limited ability to make many significant improvements to the street network, the Plan 
recognizes that a LOS F is acceptable in these limited locations.  It should be noted that 
when the bridge is opened to traffic the State Road 60 designation will shift from Gulf to 
Bay Boulevard to Court and Chestnut Streets and any roadway improvements to these 
streets will be implemented by the Florida Department of Transportation. 
 
The Coachman Park Master Plan contemplates three changes to streets within or along its 
borders to enhance the park plan and proposed marina.  The three planned changes in the 
road system are: 
 

• Termination of Cleveland Street at Osceola Avenue;  
• Termination of Drew Street at (approximately) the fishing pier’s existing 

location at the north end of the waterfront; and 
• Termination of Pierce Boulevard east of the base of the existing bridge.   

 
The termination of these three streets will enhance the Coachman Park Master Plan by 
increasing water views within the park, create a significant pedestrian entry to the Park in 
the Cleveland Street right-of-way, provide for adequate event staging area and create a 
vehicular drop-off area for the proposed marina and waterfront restaurant.   
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