
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Feb. 19, 2013 
 
 
Dear Resident: 
 
In July 2012, an information packet was mailed to this address from the City of Clearwater, indicating that your home is one 
of 496 properties that will be able to connect to the city's sanitary sewer system. An Idlewild Sanitary Sewer Public Meeting 
was held Aug. 7, 2012 with neighbors in your community, and since that time, the city has completed the project's design 
plans. Construction is anticipated to start this Spring and will continue into 2015. (To view the letter that was mailed out in 
July 2012, visit myclearwater.com/idlewild.) 
 
The Next Step 
It is time to advise the city that you will connect to the city's sewer system during the construction period. Included you will 
find a "Form of Commitment" to indicate whether or not you plan to connect to the city's sewer system. Your decision does 
not need to be made until this summer, 2013. The city would ask that interested property owners make arrangements to 
connect prior to the construction effort taking place on your street. Since this is a long project and some streets will be 
done early and some later, there will be different timeframes associated with construction depending upon where your 
property is located within the project area (homes closer to Sunset Point and Betty Lane will be early; homes closer to 
Union Street and Douglas will be later). However, the earlier a property owner commits to connecting, the less the costs 
will be. Everyone is asked to please let us know of their intentions by returning the attached form. 
 
The Costs 
The cost to connect to the sewer system can be expensive and can cost thousands of dollars. However, the city is able to 
offer sewer service to you for much less. The earlier a property owner commits to connecting, the less the costs will be. You 
have three options: 
 

Option #1 - Connect During Construction. 
Connect during construction, and the property owner pays the impact fee only, which is $900 per dwelling unit; 
the city will pay the fees for connection and septic tank abandonment. 
 
Option #2 - Connect Within One Year After Construction is Complete. 
If connecting within a year after construction is complete, the property owner will pay the $900 impact fee per 
dwelling unit, plus the property owner will be responsible for the coordination and cost of connection and septic 
tank abandonment fees, less a $450 credit.  
 
Option #3 - Connect One Year After Construction is Complete, or Later. 
After one year from construction completion and the owner has not connected, a “Notice to Connect” will be sent. 
The property owner then is responsible for the coordination and cost of all aspects of connection. This includes the 
impact fee of $900 per dwelling unit, connection fee (which varies from property to property but is approximately 
$1,800), and septic tank abandonment fee (which can cost as much as $1,000). 

 
For properties that opt not to connect to the city's sewer system at all, there will be a monthly availability charge once 
construction is complete. As of Oct. 1, 2013, the minimum monthly charge will be $24.51 for single family Clearwater 
residences served by a water meter less than one-inch. Other rates are available online at 
myclearwater.com/gov/codes/index.asp. 
 

  

http://www.myclearwater.com/gov/codes/index.asp


 
 
 
Feb. 19, 2013 
Idlewild Next Steps - Continued 
 
 
 
Why This Project is Happening 
In past years, many septic tank systems in the neighborhood have fallen into a state of disrepair. As a result, septic system 
overflows have created a pathway for human exposure to raw sewage, and it is creating an environmental hazard. You now 
will have the ability to connect to the city's sewer system. 
 
The Benefits to You 
You will benefit by gaining the city’s sewer service. Adding sanitary sewer to your home adds resale value to your property. 
Having service available also takes the burden of maintaining a failing septic system off the occupant and/or owner, leaving 
our system to properly dispose of the waste. With a sanitary sewer system, you no longer will have to worry about having 
your septic tank pumped or drainfield failure. 
 
Financial Hardship Assistance 
Financial hardship assistance is available to those who qualify. Property owners will be allowed to pay in advance in 
payments without qualifying for financial hardship. If you fall at or below the income limits in the table below, you may be 
eligible for assistance: 
 

HOUSEHOLD SIZE 80% MEDIAN INCOME 
1 Person $31,850 
2 Persons $36, 400 
3 Persons $40,950 
4 Persons $45,450 
5 Persons $49,100 
6 Persons $52,750 
7 Persons $56,400 
8 Persons $60,000 

 
An application form for Hardship Assistance can be obtained online at myclearwater.com/idlewild. Please send completed 
application forms to: 

Clearwater Public Utilities 
Attn: Laura Davis 
P.O. Box 4748 
Clearwater, FL 33758 

 
Questions or Clarification 
Please feel free to call our office if you have questions. For sewer service and connection information, call Glenn Daniel, 
Water, Reclaimed & Wastewater Collection Manager, at (727) 562-4960 ext. 7249. For information about annexation, call 
Lauren Matzke, Planning Manager, at (727) 562-4547. For financial hardship assistance, call Laura Davis, Utilities Senior 
Staff Assistant, at (727) 562-4960 ext. 7228. 
 
We look forward to bringing this valuable service to you and to serving your sewer needs in the years to come! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Tracy Mercer 
Public Utilities Director 
City of Clearwater 

http://www.myclearwater.com/idlewild


FORM OF COMMITMENT 
Intent to Connect to City of Clearwater Sewer System 
 
Project:    Idlewild/The Mall Sanitary Sewer Project        
 

Property Owner 
Name:               
   (please print) 
 

Address:               
 

Phone #:               
 
 

As the property owner of the residence located at the address listed above, below is my current intention regarding connecting to the City of 
Clearwater's sanitary sewer system as part of the Idlewild/The Mall Sanitary Sewer Project.  
 

Please select which one of the following: 
  I want to commit now to connecting to the city's sewer system. 
  I will connect to the city's sewer system, but not now. 
  I haven't decided whether I will or won't connect to the city's sewer system. 
  I will NOT connect to the city's sewer system. 

 

If you do plan to connect to the city's sewer system, how will you pay: 
     Now, all at one time 
     Now, with payment assistance 
     Later, all at one time 
     Later, in payments 
     Later, with payment assistance  
 

Project Costs 
The cost to connect to the sewer system can be expensive and can cost thousands. However, the city is able to offer sewer service to you for much 
less. The earlier a property owner commits to connecting, the less the costs will be. You have three options: 
 

Option #1 - Connect During Construction. 
Connect during construction, and the property owner pays the impact fee only, which is $900 per dwelling unit; the city will pay the fees for 
connection and septic tank abandonment. 

 

Option #2 - Connect Within One Year After Construction is Complete. 
If connecting within a year after construction is complete, the property owner will pay the $900 impact fee per dwelling unit, plus the 
property owner will be responsible for the coordination and cost of connection and septic tank abandonment fees, less a $450 credit. 

 

Option #3 - Connect One Year After Construction is Complete, or Later. 
After one year from construction completion and the owner has not connected, a “Notice to Connect” will be sent. The property owner then 
is responsible for the coordination and cost of all aspects of connection. This includes the impact fee of $900 per dwelling unit, connection 
fee (which varies from property to property but is approximately $1,800), and septic tank abandonment fee (which can cost as much as 
$1,000). 

 

I, the undersigned, hereby indicate my intentions regarding the above listed project for my property, of which I am the property owner, as it pertains 
to the City of Clearwater's Idlewild/The Mall Sanitary Sewer Project. Even if I decide now not to connect to the system, I can change my mind and 
decide to connect at a later time, and project cost will be determined by when I decide to connect to the system. 
 

____________________________________________   ____________________________________________ 
Signature        Date 

 
____________________________________________    
Printed Name        

 
RETURN TO:  Attn: Don Melone or Roberta Gluski 
   City of Clearwater - Engineering 
   PO Box 4748 
   Clearwater, FL 33758 
 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 
 
 Date Received: ________________________________________ Staff Initial:  _____________________________ 
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